A review of Campath in autoimmune disease: biologic therapy in the gray zone between immunosuppression and immunoablation.
Campath, the subject of this review, is an example of a broadly targeted biologic agent, approved for patients with B-CLL, which may combine immunosuppressive as well as immunoablative properties. For many years Campath has been in clinical use as an immunosuppressive agent for various autoimmune diseases and as part of the preparative regimes for allogeneic HSCT, successfully preventing graft-versus-host-disease (GVHD). This review summarizes the experience of 24 studies including a total of 323 patients treated with Campath for various autoimmune diseases such as arthritis, MS, vasculitis, autoimmune cytopenias and others. The results demonstrate that Campath is fairly safe and 75% of the patients experienced clinical improvement and 15% of the patients were reported in clinical remission even though improvements were often transient.While other biologic drugs may have to narrow targets, Campath, is able to bridge the gap between immunosuppression and immunoablation and may offer an alternative to human stem cell transplantation avoiding the risks of chemotherapy and radiation.